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Claim 1 defines the term 'partition key' to be "a partition key associated with a particular 
partition of a multi-partitioned network having a plurality of partitions, and is used such 
that the node receiving the packet can determine which of the partitions of the multi- 
partitioned network can access the node receiving the packet", and this key is received as 
a part of the received packet at such node. 

Applicants would like clarification as to what is being interpreted (in the references being 
cited in rejecting Claim 1) to be this claimed 'partition key*. 
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